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Mr. Norman R. Stoner, P.E.

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration

3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, linois 62703

Dear Mr. Stoner:

The U.S. Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the May 2003 Draft
Impact S (DEIS) for US-20 (FAP 301), from SR-84 north of Galena to
Bclum Road northwest of Freeport, in Jo Daviess and Stephenson Counties, [llinois. The DEIS
1y add; the of the Department regarding fish and wildlife resources, as

wc]l as Spmcs protected by the Endangered Species Act. We find the preferred alternative
acceptable with respect to these resources and species. The Dy offers the foll

and dations for your iderati wn.br:speclmotbenspeclsofthc
proposed action.

National Rivers Inventory

The DEIS correctly indicates that two rivers in the project area, the Apple and the Pecatonica, are
listed on the National Rivers Inventory (NRI). The NRI is a register of rivers that may be eligible
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic River System. These rivers were included on the
NRI based upon their free-flowing condition, the degree to which the rivers and their comridors
are undeveloped, exceptional water quality, and the outstanding natural and/or cultural
characteristics of the rivers and their immediate environments. Section 5(d) of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act requires that, "In all planning for the use and development of water and
related land resources, consideration shall be given by all Federal Agencies involved to potential
national wild, scenic and recreational river areas.”

6. h g 4-88) indicate that the

| includes ion of bridge ings over the Apple River. The DEIS states that
“the final overall bridge lengths, number of:pans and number and types of substructure units will
be determined during the final design phase. The bridges will be designed to avoid and minimize
impacts to the scenic and recreational values of the Apple River." While we are pleased the
Federal Highway Administration will seek to avoid and minimize impacts to the outstandingly

| G

‘We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,
— ' 1
Ulut7CL%
Michael T. Chezik
Regional Environmental Officer
'/r.c: Mr. Gregory L. Mounts, P.E.
District Engi
[llinois Department of Transportation
819 Depot Avenue

Dixon, Illinois 61021-3500

Go To Previous Page

remarkable values (ORV"s) of the N'Rl rivers, it is our exjperimce that bridges will inevitably

lead to scenic impacts and, q y, impacts to ional values. The DEIS fails o
discuss the magnitude of impact to ORV"s that would be iated with additi

We recommend that the Final EIS include an evaluation of the direct, indirect, md l:umnhnve
impacts to the ORV's iated with the proposed bridge i We that fully
avoiding these impacts would require eliminating river i | her, which is not a
feasible option if the purpose of and need for lhe project is to be met.
Section 4,15 (page 4-138) identifies i and mitigati that will be
implemented to reduce impacts oftbc pmpuacd project. Plus: include measures to minimize
impacts to the free ﬂom.ng dition, scenic, and values of the Apple
River. We i | of riparian trees and vegetation within the NRI

stream corridor; the mowpmmwnufdmm features, such as the use of naturally tinted concrete
piers and abutments for any bridge work to minimize visual intrusions; and the use of native
plantings along the stream bank corridor. Aggressive ercsion and sediment controls should be in
place throughout the duration of the project. If decmed necessary, we suggest the use of native
rock materials and other "soft” hardening techniques, rather than the use of rock rip-rap. We also
recommend that consideration be given to moving the bridge crossings appmx;mmly 100 feet to
the northeast and orienting the ings as closely as possible to pery to the river if

such a modification would still allow the h.lghway to meet design ‘standards while reducing the
potential need to have any of the bridge piers in the waterway.

Groundwater Resources

Subsection 2.8.1.6, second paragraph (page 2-52): The paragraph asserts that the project will not
violate the 200 fnotndmswel]hnﬁ pmtecum setback mn:bmuu it does not introduce a new

source or route of ground The p h d les of sources as bulk
road oil or deicing salt storage facilities. Hawev:r, washoff from the mldway is identified as a
potential source of ground-water hsection 2.8.1.7 Gi Quality, page

2-53, second paragraph. Substances that could be present in the washoff include vehicle
deposits, such as exhaust, rubber particles Emmtnu.md fluid leaks; deicing salts; and
herblcaduusedwmuul dsid We 'mmmmomorm
second paragraph of subsecti 28.1.6be d or revised to indicate that washoff could
affect ground-water supplies and to make this paragraph consistent with the one on page 2-53.
The same discussion of "sources” occurs in the first full paragraph on page 4-78 and should be
similarly modified.

The Department has a continuing interest in working with the Federal Highway Administration
and Illinois Department of Transportation to ensure that impacts to resources of concemn to the
Department are adequately adds d. I.fyouhlve i -garding the NRI please
contact Ms. Sue i Regional Es 1 Coordi National Park Service, Midwest
Regional Office, 1709 Tackson Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102, phone: 402-221-3493.
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MW 000 REPLT 7O THE ATTENTION OF

FREEWAY ALERT!

Norman Stoner, P.E.
IDOT ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT INADEQUATE! Division Admins
i I:E’.:.qu b by TEA2L -de-IF.:' : 4 Federal Highway Administration

8 3250 Executive Drive
n machmary. e o o & oy defiod by i
"r""."'"q“ mﬁ“‘—l—d p—try

h oo Springfield, lllinois 62703
o A e S i A
w'::)wrmu:l. RS P 2 g e 8 o . " Re: Comments on the DEIS for U.S. Route 20, Between Illinois Route 84 (Northwest of
e .h_-'_‘_ 5__!__.........3 = ....-..u.:,..-. i o e P Galena) and Bolton Road (Northwest of Freeport), lllinois - EIS No. 030253
e T “WEMG Madnsal Bersmnmml e
e — s e e - Dear Mr. Stoner:
J:LBT:‘:::-'::t:::M e {5 1 g s H In accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S, EPA’s) responsibilities
Pl I *;‘.".i' ‘M_.::E._-.-‘--:: under both the National Environmental Policy Act and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, we have
- ,,....n_._"’*";‘-"“"... r iewed the Draft Envi I s
RS =< :;—“ -_“‘;-::Tﬁmb“ 3 mpact (DEIS) for U.S. Route 20, between Illinois

- gt =t e Route 84 (northwest of Galena), and Bolton Road (northwest of Freeport), Illinois. The purpose
. o e e T e T [ —

= . ufl.he pmposed prr.uect is to provide a u-ansponnnon facility that properly addresses existing and
e i e Ty T Ty Tty 1 system i , and seeks to improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation
o e 3 e v o =

s'_vs!l:m The stated needs for the project relate to:

o Do o » -
e e e . 1 gional h istic
W:sggﬁ—u ..___2:‘.1_-.._ weediey 2 system capacity,
Tritremn oo EEE 5 sy coneens, :
Y o e ] Bt 4 commnity access, nd
=] = M_J. “-. Y . — e s iy of G sl t‘ ity.
s e e Sy FTem conlieuy,
ﬁ::-_;;“:;_'_‘__—:ﬁ?;:;__ i =TTl The DEIS eval three diffs 2 altenative types:
e L ] e
|..4.'.'_..—==-u-a—v e e e e Tl L]
= : ] L. NoAction. Current management plans would continue in the project area under the no-
.-.-4--:: action alternative,
S
':'_.:_.'.:_:.':‘"3 2 . There are 10 different freeway altemnatives, which vary by
EE;:“E_: allgnmcnt Each ﬁuway alternative is a divided highway with full access control.
e
et 3 There are two expressway alternatives which vary by
it alignment. Each cxpressway alternative is a principle arterial highway with partial access
R | control.
P oA b R
Recycleafacrcintie - “1rred win roetitie T3 Bused reg o0 0% 80080 Taoe $0% Sosrcemaren
2 3
Th erred alternati the L Ilow Fr ith South Si oand Tternat habitat loss, mortality from avian disease (e.g. West Nile Virus), and habitat destruction along
al\:rP:z-:mg the ;Erslsm ha::sﬂt: s and Snsi M a & migration routes. According to the DEIS, upland forest impacts among the build alwnmvcs
range from 241.9 to 306.2 acres. The DEIS add impacts to
mmmmmm migrants, and efforts to reduce these impacts. However, it does not address direct unpacls o
ial i land forest is removed during a neotropical
We are i about | impacts from the project within karst areas, ne_on'opicﬂi migrants from forest removal. If the up 4 1
According to the DEIS, the pm;cct area contains karsitic features such as caves and smkl-nolcs migrant’s nesting season, then any eggs or fledglings left in the Mim would be killed. This
Roadway construction projects in karst areas is notable because ground is very would be a violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Direct gical impacts to
to stormwater contamination. The DEIS does not quantify the ann.-agc of karst areas affected by migrants throughout the forest should be explored in greater depth in the FEIS. Also, the projeét
each build it is not possible to the al on this issue. The propenents should provide the nesting season dates for the neotropical migrants in the project
final |mpm (FE]S) should 1.r|d1cam the acreage of karst topography area, and commit to avoid disturbing these birds’ habitat during this time.
associated with each build alternative. ot M
Eorest Impact Mitigation
: + P P s e s forest lind
The DEIS states, “If karst features are encountered during the design of the selected alternate, Finally, we are about mitigation for the p s impacts on
special design considerations will be applied to prevent groundwater mnmmm However, in the project arca. Thc pr_e&rreﬂ %llernau\'c will impact 273.5 acres of upland forest. Part of the
the DEIS does not describe these special design considerations. Current techni y for impact area (47 acres) is high quality hardwood forest which buffers the Tapley Woods
mitigating adverse impacts to groundwater resources in karst terrain is very hmn:d. The FEIS Conmvmm:&m (a state natural area). The removal of woodland under the build altermatives
should include a detailed description of the special design considerations planned for karst areas, isanir i ni _uf r becms.e it wolln!d uke decades to reestablish the lost
for our review. forest. An adeq plan is for given the long term period for
effectiveness. According to the DEI.S the project proponents would mitigate forest impacts by
In addition to direct grmmdwucr impacts within karst areas, the project may cause secondary Pm':'g 13185‘3:::9 fo’. T This % H m‘;‘]ﬁs Wlm?i:ﬂ“m
undwater impacts. Induced development assoc:aud with the t may include on-site P ¥ op catal
;vm;slmter treatment systems. Pmﬂ:ﬁn igr Wsz:o;cc e systems does not compensate for trees removed under l.hc project. Instead, an acre of trees should be
could cause groundwater impacts within karst areas. " The FEIS does not include information planted for cach acre of trees . Th the section of the FEIS should
about state, county, or local n:gulmcns (e.g., zoning or land use plans) which would protect karst commit the project proponents o plant trees in an area which equals the area of trees removed
areas from wastewater jon. The P"":Im P should conduct an assessment of under the selected alternative.
this information, ider it prior to ing an ive, and include the assessment in the
FEIS.

In summary, U.S. EPA has identified issues relating to: (1) karst areas and groundwater
contamination, (2) impaired water impacts, (3) neotropical migrant impacts, and (4) forest i impact
mitigation. Based upon our review of this project and its DEIS, we have assigned a rating of

W, concerne 1 “EC-2" (environmental concerns, insufficient information). Please refer to the enclosed Summary
w;::odus in mi:ﬁ?m%ﬂ:r&m?xm?:ﬁtxdy mﬁt::i‘i ol‘Rating_Dcﬁnitions Sheet. This rating will be published in the Federal Register, If you have
impaired stream under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act. The DBS mlcs lhat potential any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Newton Ellens, of my staff, at (312) 353-
sources of its impairment arc agricul urban i Sewers, and 5562.

unknown sources. Under Section 303(:1) impaired streams are subject to the Total Maximum

Drily Load (TMDL) program, which is used to return the streams to compliance with water Sincerely yuurs.

quality standards. It is not clear how indirect impacts from the proposed project (e.g., increased M
stormwater flow rates) would affect the TMDL program goals for the Galena River. The FEIS M
should provide this i ion, and describe miti these i
pro Ti g to reduce impacts, K:nnr:th A, Westlake
N, ical Chief, Env:mnmemal Planning md Evalumon Branch
We are concerned about impacts to neotropical migrants in the project area. The DEIS states that Office of § Em lysis

thirieen species of neatropical migrant b:rds were identified in the forested parts of the  project )
ared. pical migrant populations are declining due to pred , nest Enclosure
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Gregory Mounts
District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation

Steve Hamer

Transportation Review Program
Division of Natural Resources Review
Illingis Department of Natural Resources

llinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2
819 Depot Avenue / Dixon, lllinois / 61021-3500

Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771
JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties
Job No. P-82-004-82

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Les Graham
253 Carver Street
‘Winslow, llincis 61089

Dear Mr. Graham:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transportation’s Public Hearing thal was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Conventicn
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from Freeport to
Galena. The hearing was held to present the D t's planned imp

to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appmmalely 600 pecple attended
the hearing and were pi

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This wnuld include

the high level of trips causedtry g ity and

within the area. The will integs the needs of travel

safety, f syslem ity ity access, and system

cantinuity.

Thank you for your support of this imp ig [ it project. Your
its will b ap part of the project record.

If you have any questions or need additional i ion, please contact

Jon MeCarmick at (815)284-5513,

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts

Diisirict Engineer

Fo €/l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stus20 Freeport Galena/lbg/graham

AND FOLLOWUF ACTIONS*
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE ACTION
LO——1Lack of Objections
The EPA review has not identified nrial g ing substantive changes to
the proposal. The review may have disclosed opp for applicati -mmu
could be hed with no more than minor chenges to the prop
EC—Esvironmental Concerns

mDAmthMHMhmnwbmmh
environment Cormective messures may requi the
mmummhmmzmwﬂIhn-mmuw
agency to reduce these impacts.

EO—Eavironmental Objections
The EPA review has identificd signi i impac be avoided i order o provide
adequte ion for the exvi G sabstuntial changes 1 the

preferred alternative or consideration of some mmm:muumm
uamdﬂnﬂn}, BPAu:ﬁnmkthmhmhnheqm
EU- Y
A
m@nmnwmm impacts that are of mfficient magnitude that they are
wm EPA intends to

from the sendpoint of public bealth or weifare or
work with the lead ageacy 1o reduce these impacts. If the poteatial e d
¢ the final EIS stage, this props ferral 10 the CEQ.
ADEQUACY OF THE IMPACT STATEMENT
Category I—Adequate
EPA believes the draft EIS adk ot forth the ! impark(s) of the prefired altemative
und those of the Alternath by srvail abls 1o th ' Mo flrther snalysis or dats

* collection is necessary, but the m“mhdﬁudmmd“

Category I—InsufMiciest Information

The draft EIS docs not contxin sufficient information for EPA to fully sssess environmental impacts that

should be svoided in order 1o fully protect the emviroament, or the EPA. reviewer has identified new
nmmum“mmm—dmwhumm

which could reduce the environmental impacts of the action. The identified additional information,

analyses, or discussion should be included in the final EIS,

Category 3—Insdequate J -

EPA docs ot belicve that the draft EIS adoquaiely sssesses i ! 1

of the sction, or the EPA reviewer has idestificd new,

revised draft EIS. On the basis of the this Id
- el potential significant impects involved, this proposal could be &

“From EPA Manual | 840 Policy and Procedures for the Review of Faderal dctions lmpocting the Environment.

Jncots Deparsment of Transportation

819 Depol Avenue /| Dixon, Ilincis / §1021-3500
Telaphone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, -4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Jim Cichock
515 North Court Street
Rockford, lllinois 61103

Dear Mr. Cichock:

Thank you for your comments provided as parl of the llinois Depariment of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 lmrn Freeport to

Galena. The hearing was held to present the D 's pl
to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit pubfc input. J\ppmxlmahulrﬁoﬂ people attended
the hearing and ware p

The purpose of the proposed action s to provide a I:anspomlian facility that
properly addresses existing and sysiem d and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transpomalxm ayﬁhern Thls wculcl include
the high level of trips caused hy

within the area. The prop P will the needs of travel

safety, | d devel i, system capacity, ity access, and system

continuity.

Thank you for your support of this imp ¥ ........ project. Your
will b a part of the pmpd

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513,

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Je. €0l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stus20 Freepont Galenalbglcichock



llinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways | District 2
818 Dapol Avenuar Dixon, |I1mo|sf 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Sludies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 &£ 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No, P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Paul Holz
1468 South Burchard Road
Freeport, llinois 61032

Dear Mr. Holz:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinols Depariment of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Cammunity College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Routs 20 fmm Freepor u:-
Galena. The hearing was held to present the Depariment's p

to U.S. Route 20 and to soficit public input. J\ppmxlmalaly 600 people attended
the hearing and r were p

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks o
improve the safely and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by mcteasing nommunrly and economic development

within the area. The P will te the needs of travel

safety, i it syslem pacity ity access, and system

continuity,

Thank you for your support of this imp highway imp | project. Your
will b a part of the project record.

If you have any lons or need additional ir please contact

Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.
Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jw €4

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stus20 Freapon Galenaibgholz

Hllinois D of Transportation

ays | District 2
818 Depol Avenue | Dixon, llincis / 81021-3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-82

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galana to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Gary Vehmeier
8481 North Lake Road
Lena, llinois 61048

Dear Mr. Vehmeier:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Depariment of
Transportation’s Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Cenler in Galena, for proposed Improvements to U.S. Route 20 imm Freeport to

Galena. The hearing was held to present the Dep 's
to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appmxnmalaly 600 people altended
thu hearing and s were provid

The Department has looked at your suggestions regarding a second interchange
for Lena. However, due fo mrs]l cost and system benefit, the mherchange
suggestions have not been imp The of the prefe i alternate,

including the location of i + , involved detailed engineering studies and
extensive local coordination.

Again, thank you for your input concerning the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a parmanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jo. el

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Devalopment

Stius 20 freaport galenabg/vehmeior

ooy 4
llinois Depalmlent of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2
819 Depot Auenuar Dlxm |||mmswz1 3500

Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena o Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. John Cox

JDS Four Lane Highway Asscciation
612 Spring Street

Galena, llinols 61036

Dear Mr. Cox:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the Ilinois Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 al Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from Freeport In

Galena. The hearing was held to present the D 's planned i
to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public inpul. Appmxumalsiy 60O peopln attended
the hearing and were

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses exisling and jected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the lransportallon system. ‘I‘hns would include
the high level of trips caused by i and

within the area. The prop P ts will integi the needs of “travel

safety, ir d dh system cap ity access, and system

continuity.

Thank you for your support of this important highway imp projecl. Your
will b a part of the project record.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513,

Sincerely,

Gragory L. Mounts
District Engineer

gl £ td

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Sthus20 Freeport Galenafbgicox

liinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2

219 Depot Avenue | Dixon, lincis / §1021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2,-3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Jim Leamy

11882 i

Lena, llincis 61048

Dear Mr. Leamy:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinols Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland

Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Rnuln 20 fmm Freeport to

Galena. The hearing was held o prasent the D 's p
1o U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. .nopmor.msmly SDOpeopiasumded
the hearing and r were

The purpose of the proposed action is o provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projecled syslem deficiencies and seeks to
1mpmvulhnsafelyandefﬁmyoﬂhelrmspoﬂaliunsyshem Thnsmddlnduda
lhehlghlevalufmpsumodby

within the area. The prof ts will grale the needs of travel
safety, ir d d P systsm apacity, ity access, and system
continuity.

Thank you for your support of this i it high L projecl. Your

comments will become a permaneant partoﬂha pmgnd record.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

o € old

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stus20 Freepon Galenafbg/leamy




llinois Depadment of Transportation

Division of Highways / District 2
819 Dapot Avenue | Duon Ilinois / §1021-3500
Telephone B15/284-227

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study - Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Gerald Estes

Ms. Annatte Yonke

10405 Bellevue Road
Orangeville, llinois 61060

Dear Mr. Estes and Ms. Yonke:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on Jume 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convenlion
Center in Galena, for proposed Improvements to U.S. the 20 I'rorn Freeport to

Galena, The hearing was held to present the Dep t's p
to U.S. Route 20 and 1o sohat public input. .A|:.|:.|-n:mlmzalubyI 600 people attended
the hearing and ts were p

The purpose of the proposed action is lo provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and sesks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transpommn syslam. Ths would include

the high level of trips caused by i ity and

within the area, The proposed Jmpmemenls will integrate the neads of travel
safety, i P system capacity, access, and system
continuity.

Thank you for your support of this hi i t project. Your

comments will become a permanent part of the plopd record.

If yau have any questions or need additional information, please eantact
Jon MeCormick at (B15)284-5513,

Sinceraly,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

T

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius20 Freaport Galenafbglestes yonke

Page 2
US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study

Again, thank you for your input concermning the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record, If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jo. &/ :

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freeport galenaliby/cassidy

llinoi DeparhnentofTransportahon

818 Depot Avonua! Duon IIImr:us { 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena lo Freeporl

August 20, 2003

Mr. Michae! Cassidy
26 Morthwest Avenue
Freeport, llinois 61032

Dear Mr. Cassidy:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport lo Galena. The hearing was held to present IDOT's planned
improvemenis to US 20 and to solicit pd:odlc inpul. Apprm(lmalely 600 people
attended the hearing and were

The purpose of this proposed highway is lo provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses exisling and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of the transpurta!iun system. Thu would include

the high level of trips caused by i and

within the area. The prop impi will ir the needs of travel
safety, ir d d system capacity y access, and system
continuity.

In your commenits you expressed a concern thal borrow pils and interchanges
have a pleasant appearance, The Department is also very concerned about the
aesthetic impacts throughout the pro}ad The location and use of all borrow pits

will follow the requi and as sat forth in policy. Our policy
stales, in part, that “"Under no oun-dlmn shall borrow sites detract from the
appearance of the natural ..." Specific requi restrict

location sidesiopes and surface treatments, all geared toward improving aesthetics
and reducing environmental impacts. As for interchanges, the primary goal of the
Department is to provide a safe facility for the public. Be assured the Deparment
identifies and assesses any natural and environmental impacts and weighs the
costs against the benefils before making decisions as to the design of various
companents of any project.

e
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August 20, 2003

Bob and Shirley Kleckner
455 West Columbia Avenue
Stockton, lllincis 61085

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Kleckner:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois of
Transponauons (IDOT's) Public Hearing thal was held on June 25, 2003 al
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements lo U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department’s planned
improvements to U.S, Route 20 and to selicit public input. Appro:(rnawely 600
people attended the hearing and were p

Ths Department unde:slxnds the difficult situation i in which you have been placed

of the prop froeway fig t and la of
your property. Enclosed for your i tion and better dil of IDOT's
land acquisition process is a hure entitled “Highway Improvements & Property
Rights” and a booklet entitled “A Landowner's Guide o Land Acquisition by the
State and Eminent Domain’. These documents provide general information
conceming the procedures that lead to the acquisition of right of way and the
citizen's rights and privileges bafore, during, and after such acquisition,

Generally, the Depariment remains flexible when dealing with landlocked parcels.
Two possubls compensation options exrsl The Department either pays severance

the When i take place, the
Deparh'nmt is obﬁgaied {o pay a just level of mmpe'lsauon which will include any
fair market value reduction of the remaining property. This would extend to
purchase of buildings as well as land.




Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. ‘Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

J £ td

By: Ross E, Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Enclosure

SThy-0106 us glacler 2 spnsipk.
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August 20, 2003

Mr. Albert Scheider

216 \.I"ale)r\dw Drive
Box 8

Orangevﬂle llinois 61060

Dear Mr. Scheider:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was heid to present the Department’s planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appruxlmalely B00

people attended the hearing and were provid
In your ts. you that ding causes many accidents
on Route 20. The liinos [ Depanmml of Ti ion can only

speed
limits. The enforcement of speed limits is the reswlsibﬂ.lly of the State Police or
local law enforcement agencies.

You expressed an understandable concern about the maintenance andfor snow
ramoval for a new highway. The Depariment makes every effort to provide the
highest quality service level on all roadways in our jurisdiction and will continue to
do so. Ongoing maintenance costs represent a substantial portion of IDOT'S
annual budget, and i in have been d

the decisions made. District 2 has been a leader in applying innovative malenal:
and utilizing iha Iaml technologies in all of our maintenance activities (e.g.
weather i logies) to aid in minimizing poor road diti Note
that the !2—oounty District 2 area curently has about 5000 lane miles, so the
increased maintenance responsibility would be less than four percenl. State-wide
the percentage would be well below one percent.

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
propery addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This Wu]d include

the high level of trips caused by i pment and
recreational acwliym&mhema The prop imp will integrate the
needs of travel safety, d system capaci ity

access, and system confinuity,

(O
Ilho:sDepatmeMdTranmortahon

Division of Hi

819 Depol Menuerr,uxon. Wiinois / 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Chris Isbell

Stephen County Highway Engineer
295 West Lamm Road

Freeport, llinois 61032

Deaar Mr. Isbell:

Thank you for your comments provided as parl of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Hightand Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Canter in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held lo present the Depariment’s planned
improvements 1o U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appronmataly 600
people attended the hearing and were p

The Department has locked at your sug ding a second

for Lana and the extension of A Y.P. Road. Howwer due 1o overall cost and

system benefit, the |nhen:hange suggestions have not been implemented. The
lection of the p including the location of interchanges, involved

delailed engineering studies and extensive local coordination.

Again, thank you for your inpul concemning the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any queslions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (B15)284-5513.

Sinceraly,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Enginear

P (/U

Ross E. Monk
Englneer of Program Development

Stlus 20 freeport galena/lbgfisbel
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To meet the tion needs identified for the U.S. Route 20 coeidor, the
altemates evaluated were a No-Action Altemative and two Build Alternatives, an

expressway and freeway, both of which would be constructed as four-lane
facilities.

Under the No-Action Alternative, the proposed pmﬂ:lwould not be constructed or
implemented. However, this would a fur facility. The
Mo-Action Alternative would not reduce congestion, improve traffic safety, provide
system continuity, improve community access or meel the demands of economic
development and recreational growth in the region.

Based on its social, and s design studies,
input from the genenll public and the recommendations of the U.S. Route 20

Council (made up of five vegbnaIWork Groups comprised of local
officials and citi the D has that 2, the Long
Hollow Freeway with the South Simmons Mound varation, is the Preferred
Alternate,

The Department has found that the Freeway Altemates would address traffic safety
in the project comidor to a much higher degree than would the Expressway
Alternates, due to the exclusion of Elﬂf&de intersections and the introduction of

a P P s fraffic crash data supporis

recant h that "‘-4‘ provide a much

graater Peval of safaty than al-grade and sg\alnzed intersections, such as would be
i with the Exp Alternates. C

salsl)r would become more and mare per‘hnerlt in the future as local dauslupmenl
and for

To summarize the findings of the Draft Envi tal Impact t, the
Department has found that compared to the other Build Alternates, Alternate 2:

1. has the least negative impact on envi tal such as natural

areas and threatened and endangered species;

best preserves prime and important farmland while minimizing adverse travel

for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm vehicles;

best facilitates the travel and market access needs of the local communities;

provides the best opportunity to facili i growth and d

for communities in the U.S. Route 20 corridar;

generally avoids construction on or near ridge tops, thus making it consistent

with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;

6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for
travelers;

7. pp the Step County C land. plan which
recommends a four-lane freeway; and

8. is one of the least costly alternates to build.

Eal S
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Again, thank you for your input concerning the US 20 projecl. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick al (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

o e

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freaport galenallbg/schaider

linois Depatment of Transportation
Division of Highways | District 2
819 Depot Avenue / Dum IHinois | §1021-3500

Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771
JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties
Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

Awugust 20, 2003

Mr. Bill Borsdorf
11752 US 20 East
Stockion, llincis 61085

Dear Mr. Borsdori:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinais Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department’s planned
improvements fo U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appm:nmately 600
people attended the hearing and were provid

As part of the land acquisition process, IDOT's policy is to pay fair market value for
properties acquired. In some cases, only a portion of a parcel will be acquired. In
thesa situations, separated parcels would remaln the pmperty of the current owner.
In order to determine our "offer to purch , an app P the market
value of the original property versus the markel value of the remaining parcel(s).
The difference in these values is considered the fair acquisition price, since all
factors Ihal affect the value of the property to be acquired, as well as damage to
property, are

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at {815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jo £k

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freeport galena/ful inputborsdart

IIhoisDeparhnentofTranspoﬁahon

Division of Highways / District 2
818 Depot Avenue / Dixon, llincis [ 61021-3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAF Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4,-5& 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freepor

August 20, 2003

Mr. Dennis Hamilton
10664 East Rush Town Road
Stockton, llincis 61085

Dear Mr. Hamilton:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Corlwnu_n'rty College in Freeport, and on June 28, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from Freeport to

Galena. The hearing was held lo present the D t's planned imp
o U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appruxlmaldy 600 people attended
the hearing and were p

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transpertation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the lraneportalnon system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by in and

within the area. The will integ the needs of travel

safety, increased development, syslem capacity, community access, and system
continuity.

Thank you for your support of this imp it highway i t project.  Your
will b ap part of the project record,

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513,

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Enginear

o €/

By: Ross E. Monk
It of Program Develop

St/us20 Freeport Galena/ibg/hamitton

S
lliinois Department of Transportahon
Diivision of Highways / District

2
819 Depot Avenue | Dixon, llincis / 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAFP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job Mo. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. William James

204 East Baldwin Street
P. 0. Box 103

Apple River, lllincis 61001

Dear Mr. James:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transporiation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 al Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed Impruvemenlsicl.ls RmmZOfrwnFreepoﬁlu
Galena. The hearing was held to present the Dep
o U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appmmalsly 600 peoole attended
the hearing and WEre p

The purpose of the proposed action is lo provide a llaruparlabon facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system ies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation s:.sheﬂ'l This wou'ld include
the high level of Irips caused by |

\mmlntheataa The prop pi will the needs of travel
lopmenl, system capacity, ity access, and system
:.oniinuily.
Thank you for your support of this impor high t project. Your
its will b ap it part of the prbjec’l record.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregary L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jl. €ld

By: Ross E. Menk
Engineer of Program Development

Stus20 Freepor Galenafbg/james



lllinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2

819 Depot Avenue | Dixon, |lincis  §1021-3500
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job Mo, P-82-004-82

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Ms. Sharon Shaw
814 East Empire Street
Freeport, llinois 61032

Dear Ms. Shaw:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing thal was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements lo U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public inpul. Approximately &00
people attended the hearing and ts were provided

The Department has considered your suggestion regarding the area near
Woodbine. However, due to system benefit and design criteria, your suggestion
has not been imph ted. The selection of the praferred te, including the
location of i involved detailed eng studies and e local
coordination.

The purpose of the proposed action is lo provide a transportation facility that

properly addresses existing and proj d system defici and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by i ing L P and
recreational activity within the area. The proposed imp ts will te the
needs of travel safety, ir d I t, system ity ity

access, and system continuity.

To meet tha D jon needs identified for the U.S. Route 20 comidor, the
alternates evaluated were a No-Action Alternative and two Build Alternatives, an
expressway and freeway, both of which would be constructed as four-lane
facilities.

Under the No-Action A tive, the proposed project would not be constructed or
implemented. However, this would perpetuate a functionally obsolete facility. The
No-Action Alternative would not reduce congestion, improve traffic safely, provide
syslem continuity, improve community access or meet the demands of economic
development and recreational growth in the region.

lllinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways | District 2
8189 Depot Avenue / Dixon, llinois { 61021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties .

Job Mo. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Dick Shouer
24 Coates Place
Freepor, lllincis 61032

Dear Mr. Shouer:

Myuumwurmwmuﬁdadasmdmlﬂmmtd
Transportation’s Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from Freeport to
Galena. The hearing was held o present the Department’s planned improvements
to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Approximately 600 people attended
the hearing and were provided,

The purpose of the proposed action is lo provide a transportation facility that
propery addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of ma_nnsponalion system. This would include

the high level of trips caused by 9 ity and

within the area. The ts will integrate the needs of travel

safety, i d d pment, system ity, ity access, and system

continuity.

Thank you for your support of this imp high p project. Your
will b a t part of the project record.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Y Y

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

U820 Freeport Galena/bg/shover
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The Department has found that the Freeway Alternates would address traffic safety
in the project comidor lo a much higher degree than would the Expressway

Alternates, due to the exclusion of at-grade i and the introd of
grade :J‘ The Dep 's traffic crash dala suppors
recent ting that gr i provide a much

d
greater level of safety than al-grade and slanalir.ad hlemcﬂ;ﬁs. such as would be
tructed with the Exp y A el g P v
safety would become more and more pertinent in the future as local development
continues and iti flicts i

op r

Based on its social, i i and engi g design studies,
input from the general public and the recommendations of the U.S. Route 20
Advisory Council (made up of five regional Work Groups comprised of local
officials and citi the D has determined that 2, the Long

Hollow Freeway with the South Simmons Mound variation, is the Prefered
Altemnate.

To summarize the findings of the Draft i Impact the
Department has found that compared to the other Build Altemates, Altemate 2:

1. has the lsast negative impact on envil tal such as natural
areas and threatened and endangered species;

2. best preserves prime and important farmland while minimizing adverse travel
for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm vehicles;

3. best facilitates the travel and market access needs of the local communities;

4, provides the best opportunity to facili i growth and t

s for communities in the U.S. Route 20 corridor;

generally avoids construction on or near ridge tops, thus making it consistent
with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;
6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for
travelers;
7. supporis the Steph County C hensive land-use plan which
Rt y; and
8. s one of the least costly altemates to build.

Again, thank you for your input concerning the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent parl of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

e £/l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stfus 20 freeport galenaibgishaw

llinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2

818 Depot Avenue | Dixon, llincis / 61021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Armando Villa

Ms. Darla Kehn-Vilia

826 South Rocky Hill Road
Galena, IL 61036

Dear Mr. Villa and Ms. Kehn-\ilia:

Thank you for your many comments provided as part of the lllinois Department of
Transportation’s (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and cn June 26, 2003 at the Galana
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements 1o U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Approximately 600
people attended the hearing and were provided

This project is needed for the jescribed in the Draft Ei | Impact
Statement (DEIS). These include recent and ongoing growth in tourism and
second home communities; as well as industrial, mixed-use, and single-family
home d: Safety on the existing system are extensive, and
also drive the purpose and need.

Increased lourism and development have led to an increase in traffic along U.S.
Route 20. Current IDOT criteria state that a four-lane facility is often justified when
traffic reaches the two-way 30 highest hourly volume of the year of 800 vehicles.
Currently almost the entire langth of U.S. Route 20 within the project study area
axceeds the 800 vehicles per hour, ranging from 780 to 1100 vehicles per hour.
This means that most of U.S Roule 20 within the study area should be four lanes,
not two lanes.

Although & exist both east of Freeport and west of Galena, both traffic
demands and safety concems are clearly better addressed by a freeway.

The i of having a i four-l dway from Rockford, lllinois to
Waterloo, lowa is to remove two-lane “bottle-necks” where traffic is restrictad by
slow moving vehicles and numerous points of conflicts (with traffic entering and
exiting the roadway) such as along existing U.S. Route 20 within the project study
area.
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Your suggestion of building a two-lane road along the alignment of the Preferred
Alternate would not meet the purpose and need for the project since projected
traffic would be higher than 800 vehicles per hour and therefore a fourdane facility
would be needed.

You may make an appointment to visit the District office in Dixon o view the
accident data for the past 20 years. The sheer volume of the data makes it
infeasible to include it with this letter. Details regarding the inadequacy of the
existing facility can also be reviewed al the Dixon Office.

The oosl to bullﬁ the Preferred Allernate cannot be effectively compared lo the cost
of ing 39 of drastic difference in terrain between the
two projects. Interstate 39 is located in a relatively flat part of the state while U.S.
Route 20 has a more severe topography. Not only is the earthwork cost relatively
high, but the cost of bridging the many rivers, creeks and valleys raises the
construction cost of U.S. Route 20. We cannot ignore the nead for transportation
improvements in this area due to relatively high costs.

A rloﬂhedy alignment, the Sc-ales Mound Altenate, was considered by IDOT. The
include lack of adequate access lo local
oommunm&s and the Galena Teritory, failure to adequately reduce traffic demand
along existing U.S. 20, and continuing safety concems for existing U.5. 20. Refer
to pages 3-19 to 3-26 in the DEIS.

The Visual Impact Analysis concluded that the proposed project, with appropriate
landscaping as well as structural and roadway design, can be constructed to limit
significant, adverse, and long term mpads to the emsﬂng aesMc qua]llies of the

project area, Visual impact red ions as i fied in the Draft
Impact § will be incarp into the final design to ensure
that Ihe proposed highway will fl.lncﬂon o the natural land: All

will be employed to enh ths\'hvlsuflhemadandwm
from the road.

Again, thank you for your input concarning the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sinceraly,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

P £

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

attachment
Stius 20 reeport galenafibglvilla
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In your you about the drainage files on your farm
baing aﬂeded I:l;r this p!qed. Tymedhr when field tile is encountered during

. the Dy the flow of the field tile along the right-of-
way by wnsf.ruchnq junction vaults and additional mnnecﬁng pipes at least 2°
larger than the adjoining pipe. Because we are still in the prefiminary stage of
development, the specific details on your concem will be addressed at a later date.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

e £ old

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Enclosure

Stfus 20 freepon galenaffull inputheidenreich

WW&W

818 Depot Avenua ! Dixon, llinais / 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2,-3, 4, -5& 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-32

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Dennis Heidenreich
236 West Main
Elizabeth, llinois 61028

Dear Mr. Heidenraich;

Thank you for your commenls provided as parl of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public inpul. Appmxlmalely 600

people attended the hearing and Were p

Tha Depaﬂment understands the difficult situation in which you have been placed
of the prop freeway g and landiccking portions of

your property. Enclosed for your inft ion and batter und ding of IDOT's

land ition process is a broct entitied “Highway Improvements & Property
Rights” and a booklet entitlied “A Landowner's Guide to Land Acquisition by the
State and Eminent Domain®. These documents provide general information
concerning the procedures that lead to the acquisition of right of way and the
citizen's rights and privileges before, during, and after such acquisition.

Generally, the Department remains flexible when dealing with landlocked parcels.

Twa possible compensation options exist. The Dep either pays

ges or purch the When ti take place, the
Department is obllgaled o pay a just level al compensation, which will include any
fair market value of the . This would extend lo

purchase of buildings as well as land.

The State of lllincis expecis to build the project in approximalely seven usable
construction sections, each section taking 2-3 years to construct. The entire
project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years to complete, or even
longer, dapendmg on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected owners
should conti their as dition will be id in the
future appraisal Dfpmpeny and bmldlngs to be acquired.

Division of Highways / District 2
819‘ Depaol Avenue ! Dixon, lllincis / §1021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephanson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena lo Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Larry Stoneburner
1048 N. Clark
Galena, lincis 61036

Dear Mr. Stonebumner:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport lo Galena. The hearing was held to present |DOT's planned
improvements to US 20 and to solicit public input. Appn:admal.ely 600 people

attended the hearing and were p
The purg of this p d hig istoprwdealranspwwﬁnnrauiiym
pmper[ addresses mhng and ,' system ies and seeks to

improve the safety and efficiency of the h'arupmlabun system. T?ns would include

the high level of trips caused by in 9 y and

Mthlnhaama The p 'wdl“,‘ihanaedaal‘tl‘aval
safety, | develop srstem ity access, and system
continuity.

Nationally, mleneqlonal In.u:k travel has risen dramatically as the trucking industry
has for an g share of shi since the 1960's. Completion of

major segments of the interstate highway system in the 1970's provided a large
boosl to the use of trucks to transport freight. Travel by commercial truck has
conlinued to grow ever since. Truck travel in the study area is expected to
continue to grow. This truck traffic, primarily local in nature, will be focused along
US Route 20 since it is the only major east-west highway in the area, Existing U.S.
Route 20 was not designed to accommodate the larger trucks that are currently the
norm for the trucking industry, and a new freeway would accommodate the
projected traffic mix more effectively,

Go To Next Page
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